MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE

markets die day of the market was changed when this was
a Saturday.1

When the monasteries celebrated a saint's day there was an
afflux of the familia, coming from long distances, and" transactions
were effected between its members.2 The Miracles of Saint
Remaclius relate that the serf whose duty it was to look after the
vines of the monastery at Remagen, having attended the market,
bought two oxen there, which he lost on the road on account of
the copious libations in which he had indulged.8 The date of the
religious festival therefore coincided with that of a fair. According
to Waitz, the royal authorization was not required for the founda-
tion of die market, unless there was question of an exemption
from or a donation of die tonlieu. Later, a mint was sometimes
erected beside the market, and in this case there was a royal con-
cession. The Edict of Pitres4 shows that the number of markets
was constandy increasing, since it speaks of those that existed
under Charlemagne, those which were established under Louis,
and those which were opened in die reign of Charles the Bald.
Now, the economic decadence of the country was continually
aggravated by the Norman incursions, which clearly proved that
the number of markets was explained not by an alleged develop-
ment of commerce, but rather by the fact that the trade of the
country was turned back upon itself.

As early as 744 the capitulary of Soissons instructed the bishops
to open in each city a legitimus forus,5 None of these litde markets
was much frequented.6 On most occasions'eggs, fowls, etc, were
sold there. But it was doubdess possible to procure manufactured

1  WAITZ, op. cit., vol. IV, 2nd ed., p. 47, n. 3.

2  Ibid., p. 52. This is called forum anniversarium or mercata annuale as dis-
tinguished fcom forum hebdontadarium.

*Mir<icula S. Remacli Stabulenses, M.G.H. ss., vol. XV1, p. 426.

4  WAITZ, op. cit., vol. IV, 2nd ed., p, 53 and p. 54 n.

5  M.G.H. CAPIT, Vol. I, p. 30.

e VHRCAUTEKBN jStudes $ur les civitates, p. 334 shows that M. DOPSCH, in
order to emphasize the importance of the market of Laon, made use of
texts which actually do not mention this market.
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